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Hello!
Welcome! Please sign in on the 
sign-in sheet!
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Characteristics
Definitions and Characteristics of 
Dyslexia and Related Disorders
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What is Dyslexia?
+ A specific learning disability that is 

neurobiological in origin
+ Characterized by difficulties with fluent word 

recognition, poor spelling, and poor decoding 
abilities

+ Unexpected in relation to cognitive ability and 
the provision of effective classroom instruction
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- International Dyslexia Association Board of Directors, 11/12/2002
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zafiGBrFkRM&t=11


Testing and Diagnosis
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How does GVISD determine if a student has dyslexia?

Screeners
+ Kindergarten - TX-KEA
+ 1st Grade - TPRI
+ 2nd Grade - MAPS 

Reading Fluency
+ 7th Grade - TMSFA or 

MAP Growth

Evaluation
If a Student Assistance 
Team (SAT) committee 
reviews evidence and finds 
reason to suspect a 
disability, parents are 
contacted and asked to 
consent to a full individual 
evaluation of their child.
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Effective Strategies
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GVISD Dyslexia Handbook for Staff and Parents

See p. 12

https://docs.google.com/document/d/19vgu_HtzZpY42JGmWE433JXl6frAzyy6HdGr-zxyvJc/edit?usp=sharing


GVISD Dyslexia Teachers
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Who Delivers Dyslexia Services?
Elementary

Stephanie Jentsch

sjentsch@gvisd.org

Haley Shipman

hshipman@gvisd.org

817-866-4600

Junior High/High 
School

Megan Gross

mgross@gvisd.org

817-866-4660
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mailto:sjentsch@gvisd.org
mailto:hshipman@gvisd.org
mailto:mgross@gvisd.org


Qualifications of teachers

All GVISD dyslexia teachers are certified Texas 
educators who have been trained in the Reading 
by Design program
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Accommodations/Modifications
Helping students access content
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Classroom Accommodations
+ Copies of notes (e.g., teacher- or peer-provided) or note-taking 

assistance 
+ Additional time on class assignments and tests
+ Reduced/shortened assignments 
+ Alternative test location that provides a quiet environment and 

reduces distractions
+ Priority seating assignment
+ Oral reading of directions or written material

13



More Classroom Accommodations
+ Word banks
+ Audiobooks
+ Text to speech 
+ Speech to text 
+ Electronic spellers 
+ Electronic dictionaries
+ Formula charts
+ Adaptive learning tools and features in software programs
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Accommodations for STAAR/EOC Tests
In order to qualify, students must routinely, independently, and 
effectively use the support during classroom instruction and 
testing. The ARD or 504 committee must recommend the 
accommodations for testing.

+ Content and Language Supports
+ Text to Speech 
+ Spelling Assistance and/or Speech to Text
+ Supplemental Aids (i.e. blank graphic organizers, mnemonic 

devices, etc.)
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https://txassessmentdocs.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ODCCM/pages/2793210199/Content+and+Language+Supports
https://txassessmentdocs.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ODCCM/pages/2793210326/Oral+and+Signed+Administration
https://txassessmentdocs.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ODCCM/pages/2793210371/Spelling+Assistance
https://txassessmentdocs.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ODCCM/pages/2793210400/Supplemental+Aids
https://txassessmentdocs.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ODCCM/pages/2793210400/Supplemental+Aids


Parental Rights
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Notice of Procedural Safeguards

https://framework.esc18.net/Documents/Pro_Safeguards_ENG.pdf


Evaluation Requests
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We recommend that parents always begin by talking 
with their child’s teachers about concerns that they 
have.  Parents have the right to request an evaluation 
of their child.



Eligibility and Services Available
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Following a full individual evaluation, an ARD committee meeting will 
be held to determine eligibility for services and which services best 
fit the student’s needs

If a student is served under §504, the 504 committee will determine 
eligibility and services for the student.

Currently, dyslexia intervention services are offered through a 
pull-out program in the general education setting.



Contact Information
Elementary

Stephanie Jentsch

sjentsch@gvisd.org

Haley Shipman

hshipman@gvisd.org

817-866-4600

Junior High/High 
School

Megan Gross

mgross@gvisd.org

817-866-4660
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District Coordinator

Amy Norman

anorman@gvisd.org

817-866-4500

mailto:sjentsch@gvisd.org
mailto:hshipman@gvisd.org
mailto:mgross@gvisd.org
mailto:anorman@gvisd.org
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Questions?


